GOD’S MASTERWORK, VOLUME THREE

POETS, PROPHETS, AND PROMISES—A SURVEY OF JOB-DANIEL

JOB: MAGNIFICENT MAN OF MISERY
A SURVEY OF JOB

h The Heart of the Matter

The subject of pain and suffering is a popular one for a very simple
reason— humans experience a lot of it. At this very moment, vast

numbers of people around the globe are enduring physical and emotional
trauma— heartache, illness, death. Ours is a life of suffering. We enter the
world crying. We walk through the world with our shoulders bent into the
fiery blast and icy blizzard of affliction. We leave the world in death. As one
writer put it: “Man is born for trouble, / As sparks fly upward.” Who offered
this insight? A philosopher in an ivory tower or a monk in a cloistered
monastery? No. These words dripped with pain from the pen of a flesh-and-
blood sufferer. These words came from the pen of Job.
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¥/a8 Discovering the Way

1. A Brief Glimpse into the Life of Job

At forty-two chapters, the book of Job is long . . . too long to cover every
highlight in one sermon, but we can get a brief glimpse of the book’s five
major sections.

2. Surveying the Depths of Job’s Suffering

Every sufferer asks the question, “Where is God?” Job, in his own way, asked
the same question. And the book that bears his name answers that God is
there at the beginning, middle, and end.

5 Starting Your Journey

Passing over the painful sores of Job leads us to conclude that answers

to suffering are not easy to come by. We learn from Job that our ultimate
and final comfort comes not from answers to our questions but from God
Himself. Finite, human reason is a deceptively weak crutch for faith. Reason
gropes in the dark for answers. Faith waits silently for God.
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